
 

Chairperson   Secretary Data processor Treasurer Rob Anderson  Charlotta Beukes  Rob Anderson   Carin Meintjes 083 303 1913 082 418 2044  083 303 1913   084 511 9486 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PO Box 12076              CONTACT:  Douggie Eagar - 072 209 6980 
Polokwane                                       E-MAIL:  progswim@webmail.co.za 
0700           beukescharlotta@gmail.com 

 

11 May 2016 

 

Dear Swimming Parents, 

 

OFFICIATING AT GALAS – 2016/2017 SWIMMING SEASON 

1. The Eagar Aquatics Committee would like to notify all Eagar Aquatics parents of the following 

important information regarding officiating at galas during the 2016/2017 swimming season. 

 

2. Officiating at galas, whether as a technical official or as a time keeper, is a mandatory 

requirement that has been set down by Swimming SA (SSA), as well as Limpopo Aquatics, for 

swimmers being part of a SA swimming club.  All swimming clubs are expected to provide an 

allocated number of officials per gala event – Provincial, Inter-Provincial or National level.  

Eagar Aquatics must adhere at all times to the officiating requirement and we are grateful to 

every parent who has given their time in the past to officiate at a gala. 

 

3. SSA rules also state that at least one parent per family must be registered and trained as an 

official.  We have over the last year worked very hard to provide opportunities for our Eagar 

Aquatics registered parents to get the required training.  At the end of the 2015/2016 swimming 

season, our Club had 38 trained parents, 6 that required training and 6 that still needed to 

write/rewrite the training test. 

 

4. As with the start of the new swimming season (from 1 May 2016), the following Club rules will 

be implemented with regard to officiating at galas: 

 Swimmers will only be entered for galas during the 2016/2017 swimming season, if at 

least one parent/legal guardian per family has registered as an official with the Club 

(Eagar Aquatics), as well as with Limpopo Aquatics.  Should no parent/legal guardian 

register as an official, the relevant swimmer/s will not be allowed to participate in any 

galas until the required registration has been finalized. 
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 The Eagar Aquatics Committee will ensure that opportunities are provided early during 

the swimming season for those parents who still need training as an official.  The 

relevant parents will be expected to make use of these training opportunities, as and 

when arranged.  Training as an official will be provided at a nominal fee for the parents 

that still need to be trained. 

 

 SSA requires a certain number of officials per Club entered to officiate at 

Regional/National Age Group Championships (Level galas).  As such, each registered 

parent whose child/ren qualifies for a Regional/National Age Group Championship, 

must make him/herself available to officiate at the respective gala.  Should the 

registered parent not be able to attend the gala, it will be the responsibility of the parent 

concerned to inform the team manager and/or coach in advance to find someone else 

to officiate in his/her place; failure to do so will unfortunately result in the respective 

child/ren being prevented from participating at the relevant gala. 

 

 The Limpopo Aquatics ruling with regard to officiating at a Limpopo gala (which 

includes Age Group galas), is one official for every 5 swimmers entered.  The 

“officiating load” must thus be spread among all Eagar Aquatics Club families, making it 

fair and easier on all.  In order to achieve this, every registered parent must officiate at 

a minimum of 3 galas during the 2016/2017 swimming season.  (As soon as the 

Limpopo Aquatics Swimming calendar for 2016/2017 has been released, it will be 

forwarded to all parents together with a roster, for purposes of indicating gala 

preferences for officiating.) 

 

 Should a registered parent not be able to officiate at a specific gala due to unforeseen 

circumstances, it will be the responsibility of the relevant parent to arrange with another 

registered parent to officiate in his/her place. 

5. We look forward to all Eagar Aquatics registered parents working together in officiating at 

galas, for the sake of our swimmers!  For those parents who have not been trained as officials 

as yet, watch out for the next time keepers’ course and make sure you’re part of our officiating 

team! 

 

Warm swimming greetings, 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Anderson  

CHAIRPERSON 


